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Currently, the acceptance of the Holocaust in the West is at odds with the Middle 
Eastern perspective that these historical events have been exaggerated or entirely fabricated. 
Within the last decade, the denial of the Holocaust has been extensive among leaders in the 
Middle East.  Specifically, the Iranian President, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, has been the 
principal voice in rejecting the Holocaust. Multiple theories have been posited to explain 
Ahmadinejad’s revisionment of history.  These range from his desire to create closer ties with 
other Middle Eastern nations, to his being purely anti-Semitic.  There is, however, an alternate 
theory that begs investigation: might Ahmadinejad simply want to deny the Holocaust in an 
attempt to lead the world toward another genocidal event?  
 

President Ahmadinejad’s Holocaust denial is troubling, but it is not the beginning of 
denial.  Holocaust denial has a history of its own, which has led to it being “an ideological 
arsenal for twenty-first century mass murderers. Those who deny the Holocaust are 
deconstructing humanity’s collective memory to pave the way for new genocides.”1 It is 
prudent at this point to mention that history is not objective; it is conveyed and recorded with 
agendas, making it subject to multiple interpretations. This volatility, however, goes only as far 
as the bounds of truth, or proven research through documentation.  Beyond this truth is the 
revisioning of history that has taken hold in the Middle East in the last decade. Whether 
arguing the perspective of this paper, or quite the opposite polemical view - that is, Israel’s use 
of the Holocaust to further its agenda - history is, by and large, researched, analyzed, and 
placed in the academic discourse as a function of memory (religious, sociopolitical, individual).     

  
The concept of revisioning history for the agenda of the current Iranian regime is the 

primary purpose of this paper. In illustrating a brief history of Holocaust denial in Iran, this 
paper will move forward in analyzing Iran as the leading nation of this denial. Through an 
examination of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s rhetoric and the government sponsored events 
demonizing Jews, the conclusion is reached that Holocaust denial is a means to justify the 
destruction of Israel.   

 
Brief Overview of Holocaust Denial in Iran 

 
 Although this paper is focusing on Iranian Holocaust denial, it is important to briefly 
consider Holocaust denial in relation to the Middle East. Holocaust denial in the Middle East 
was not widely promulgated until the late 1970s.  Historian Bernard Lewis recounts that Jews 

                                                
1 Harold Brackman, and Aaron Breitbart, “Holocaust Denial’s Assault on Memory: Precursor to Twenty-First 
Century Genocide,” April 2007, accessed November 5, 2010, 
http://www.vho.org/aaargh/fran/livres8/denialreport.pdf. 



82 
Lights: The MESSA Quarterly  

 

under Islam “were never free from discrimination, but only rarely subject to persecution; that 
their situation was never as bad as in Christendom at its worst, nor ever as good as in 
Christendom at its best.”2 The Holocaust occurred in the West, and quite appropriately, its 
denial began in the West as well.  From books in the 1960s and 1970s the “three pillars of 
Holocaust denial—no gas chambers, no six million murdered, no master plan—were crafted.”3 
These chief concepts from Western revisionists have greatly been debated, and generally, 
refutation of the Holocaust has been stifled in the last three decades with laws preventing 
Holocaust denial. Professor of Law at Chapman University in California, Michael Bazyler, 
explains, “As a result of the enormous suffering inflicted upon the world by the Nazi regime, 
and especially Europe, a number of European countries have enacted laws criminalizing both 
the denial of the Holocaust and the promotion of Nazi ideology.”4 While individuals in the 
West have come to terms with documentation of the Holocaust and even gone as far as banning 
its denial, the Middle East has steadily become a breeding ground for anti-Semitic rhetoric, 
using the West’s ban on denial to boast of the freedom of speech that is prevented in the West.  
 
 Though denial emerged from Arab leaders after World War II, there was no concrete 
discourse directed to or from the Middle East to challenge Jews, Israel, and the Holocaust until 
German neo-Nazi Ernst Zündel published his pamphlet, “The West, War, and Islam,” in 1980. 
This document was produced and sent to leaders in the Middle East in an attempt to propagate 
the notion that Jews, more specifically Zionists, are their enemy.  Zündel writes in the 
conclusion to his piece,   
 

There is a better way—the way of truthful information…The key is in the exposure of 
the so-called Holocaust or alleged genocide of the Jews. This evil hoax has made two of 
the richest Western nations mentally subservient to the Zionists, helped them spread 
their misinformation, and is giving them practically unlimited financial means for their 
repressive and destructive policies and ends.5  
 

Zündel’s pamphlet was not the instigator for the denial that has swept much of the Middle 
East, but its message has resonated with many leaders.  In essence, “The West, War, and 
Islam” is a “fear-mongering essay that attempted to warn the Islamic world of its purported 
enemies — the most important being the ‘international Zionists,’ who were attempting to ‘goad 
the West into a future criminal war’ against it.”6 Inciting the fear that much of the Western 
world is under the thumb of Zionists, Zündel hoped to motivate anti-Semitic action in the 
Middle East. He posited that Zionists have managed to manipulate the West in gaining funds 
to promote their oppressive agenda Islamic territory.   
  

                                                
2 Lewis, Bernard, Semites and Anti-Semites: An Inquiry into Conflict and Prejudice (New York: W.W. Norton & 
Company, 1986), 121. 
3 Shermer, Michael, and Alex Grobman, Denying History: Who Says the Holocaust Never Happened and Why Do They 
Say It? (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000), 40. 
4 Michael Bazyler, “Holocaust Denial Laws and Other Legislation Criminalizing Promotion of Nazism,” December 
25, 2006, accessed November 5, 2010, http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/holocaust/insights/pdf/bazyler.pdf.  
5 Ernst Zündel, “The West, War, and Islam,” Radio Islam, accessed November 4, 2010, 
http://www.radioislam.org/zundels/index.htm. 
6 Glen Tobias, and Abraham Foxman, “Holocaust Denial in the Middle East: The Latest Anti-Israel Propaganda 
Theme,” 2001, accessed November 5, 2010, 
http://www.adl.org/holocaust/denial_me/Holocaust_Denial_Mid_East_prt.pdf. 
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The turbulence that is the Arab-Israeli conflict has driven much of the anti-Zionist 
propaganda in the Middle East.  Before 1948, expressions denying the Holocaust “were mostly 
implicit and indirect, [but] became more forthright from the 1950s on, as the Arab-Israeli 
conflict intensified.”7 This conflict has augmented the denial due to the distorted image Middle 
Easterners have of Israel’s origins as a product of the Holocaust. With the propaganda against 
Israel has come denial, the derivative of anti-Semitism, but the most pronounced denial has not 
been from Arabs. National governments–Egypt and Lebanon–have actively sponsored 
Holocaust denial, but Iran has become the leading nation in furthering denial. Iran is “the 
Middle Eastern center for disseminating anti-Semitism and encouraging the hate industry 
against Israel and the Jewish people, sometimes without distinguishing between them.”8 Iran 
has not had the same unrest as its neighboring Arab nations have with Israel, but since the 
Iranian Revolution in 1979, the clerical leadership has broadcast their distrust and dislike of 
Israel, Zionism, and Jews.  In 2001, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei reiterated his 
predecessor, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini’s statement that, “The statistics of Jewish deaths 
during the Holocaust had been exaggerated.”9 Statements like these have, in the last six years, 
changed the discourse on this powerful subject under the leadership of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.  

 
In 2005, the liberal reform President Mohammad Khatami ended his term, passing the 

presidency to Ahmadinejad, a conservative leader with a subversive agenda. With Ahmadinejad 
in power, the Iranian government has done little to squelch anti-Semitism. Quite the contrary, 
“Iranian anti-Semitic propagandists make a point of erasing all distinctions among Israel, 
Zionism, and the Jews.”10 This method of categorizing the three as synonymous entities has 
been carried out through a variety of anti-Semitic methods, one of which is a government 
sponsored cartoon contest.  

 
  Before the contest is explored, it is necessary to understand the logic behind Iranian 

anti-Semitism, and in turn, Holocaust denial. After the British withdrawal of the Mandate of 
Palestine in 1948, Israel was voted a member of the United Nations in May 1949. The current 
Iranian regime believes that Israel’s legitimacy as a state is a result of Zionism.  With this in 
mind, it is easily understood why Israel, Jews, and Zionism are categorically linked and 
demonized. The historical process that led to the creation of Israel is negated by Ahmadinejad. 
To many like him in the Middle East, the Holocaust is “one of the major myths that Zionism 
invented in order to create a guilt complex in the West, which consequently played a crucial 
role in forging sympathetic public opinion in support of the establishment of the state of 
Israel.”11 Ahmadinejad’s rhetoric toward the Holocaust is connected to the “false” establishment 
of a Jewish state. According to Brandon Friedman of the United States Department of Veteran 
Affairs, Ahmadinejad “asserts that there is a causal link between the Holocaust and the creation 
of Israel. However, this account is a misreading of history: The Zionist enterprise began long 
before the Holocaust; for example, the 1917 Balfour Declaration recognized the Zionist efforts 

                                                
7 Litvak, Meir, and Esther Webman, From Empathy to Denial: Arab Responses to the Holocaust (New York: Columbia 
University Press, 2009), 156.  
8 Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center at the Israel Intelligence Heritage & Commemoration Center 
(IICC), “Contemporary Arab-Muslim Anti-Semitism, its Significance and Implications,” March 2008, accessed 
November 5, 2010, http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/malam_multimedia/English/eng_n/pdf/a_s_170408e.pdf. 
9 Tobias and Foxman, 3.  
10 Schoenfeld, Gabriel, The Return of Anti-Semitism (San Francisco: Encounter Books, 2004), 11. 
11 Litvak and Webman, 157.  
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to establish a Jewish homeland in Palestine more than fifteen years before the Holocaust.”12 
The Balfour Declaration of 1917 stated,  “His Majesty’s Government view with favor the 
establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best 
endeavors to facilitate the achievement of this object.”13 The process of a Jewish homeland had 
begun long before the events of World War II and the Nazi atrocities.  Nevertheless, under 
Ahmadinejad, Iran has “adopted a policy of active, public anti-Semitism, including Holocaust 
denial (or minimization) alongside a call to destroy the State of Israel. The Iranian aim in 
denying or minimizing the Holocaust is to undermine the feelings of guilt of Europe and the 
United States which led to the founding of the State of Israel.”14 Effectively, Iran is using this 
denial as a method to release the West from its “guilt” that led to the creation of Israel and the 
corresponding difficulties that have risen since 1949.     

 
 This policy of Holocaust denial has the direct purpose of discrediting Israel’s right to 
exist. For the Iranian regime, minimizing the effect of the Holocaust, or simply denying it ever 
happened, is the means to the destruction of the Jewish state.  There is, unfortunately for the 
Iranian regime, the slight issue that was mentioned above: Israel’s creation was not a direct 
effect of the Holocaust. If this fact was accepted by Ahmadinejad–the Holocaust did occur and 
six million Jews were killed–there would still be his explanation that the Holocaust was a 
“result of European policies, and any homeland for the Jews would belong not in Palestine but 
in Europe. Either way, the result is the same: Israel must vanish.”15 Thus, the current Iranian 
regime’s agenda is set: demonize Jews and deny the Holocaust in order to refute the validity of 
Israel’s existence. Accordingly, Iran is exceptional in its “being the first country since Nazi 
Germany to officially adopt an active anti-Semitic policy as a means of advancing its national 
interests.”16 With this base perception of Iran’s goal, two of the regime’s methods of denial can 
be analyzed: a cartoon contest, and Ahmadinejad’s rhetoric.   
 

Controversial Cartoon Contest 
 

 One of the tactics the Iranian government has used to demonize Jews and Israel was a 
cartoon competition in response to the Danish cartoon depictions of the Prophet Muhammad.  
To produce an image of having freedom of speech, “The newspaper, Hamshahri, launched an 
international cartoon competition in 2006 to denounce what it called ‘Western hypocrisy on 
freedom of speech’.”17 This was done with the approval of the government to object to the 
West’s apparent lack of questioning of the Holocaust’s validity. According to coordinator of the 
project Massoud Shojai Tabatabai, the director of the Iranian House of Cartoons, the 

                                                
12 Brandon Friedman, “The Principles and Practice of Iran’s Post-Revolutionary Foreign Policy,” 2010, accessed 
November 3, 2010, http://www.yale.edu/yiisa/brandonfriedmanworkingpaper71310.pdf. 
13 Gelvin, James L., The Modern Middle East: A History (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008), 208. 
14 IICC, 14.  
15 Matthias Kuntzel, “Iran's Obsession with the Jews; Denying the Holocaust, desiring another one,” The Weekly 
Standard, February 19, 2007, accessed November 5, 2010, 
http://find.galegroup.com.libproxy.csun.edu/gps/infomark.do?&contentSet=IAC-
Documents&type=retrieve&tabID=T003&prodId=IPS&docId=A159566960&source=gale&srcprod=ITOF&user
GroupName=csunorthridge&version=1.0. 
16 IICC, 19.  
17 Brackman and Breitbart, 62. 



85 
Lights: The MESSA Quarterly  

 

competition’s “aim was to challenge perceived western double-standards on free speech, which 
Iran’s leaders insist precludes openly debating the authenticity of the Holocaust.”18   
 
 The International Cartoon Competition was launched in February 2006, drawing about 
“750 entries from around the world, including America and Britain, as well as many Muslim 
countries.”19 This international interest in the competition was fused with anti-Semitism in 
questioning the nature of the Holocaust and Israel’s right to exist.  Tabatabai was quoted, “We 
are concerned about the real holocaust, which is happening to Palestinians… Why should 
Palestinians pay for events which happened thousands of kilometers away in Europe?”20 His 
questioning of Israel’s location on historical Palestinian land mildly echoes those of President 
Ahmadinejad, but also—and significantly—shows the inconsistency in Iran’s leadership truly 
believing the Holocaust did not occur.   
   
 The government sponsored website, International Cartoon Center, turned into an 
ongoing site for publication of anti-Semitic cartoons.  The images that are posted have common 
themes of Israeli destruction, Palestinian liberty, and Holocaust denial.  Of the images 
submitted for the 2006 competition, the image by Moroccan Abdellah Derkaoui was awarded 
the first prize of $12,000 by Iran’s Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance, Mohammad-
Hossein Saffar-Harandi. This image is of an Israeli crane constructing the separation barrier 
around Palestine, which has the entrance to Auschwitz superimposed on the dividers. The 
connotation of this image is Israel’s creation of a holocaust against the Palestinians.  The use of 
the Auschwitz entrance as the Palestinian barrier is meant to be a reminder of the injustices, 
murder, and destruction created by the Israelis. This is, however, an obvious recognition that 
the Holocaust took place, since it is being used to relate the same message of terror. In effect, 
this image has less to do with Holocaust denial, but more about anti-Semitism directed at 
invalidating Israel’s right to exist.21  
 

Ahmadinejad’s Rhetoric  
 

 Despite Ahmadinejad’s alleged aspiration to be an impartial surveyor of the Holocaust 
and logically explain the lack of Israel’s right to exist, his rhetoric, since he took office in 2005, 
has proven contrary.  In analyzing quotes from Ahmadinejad, a highly troubling conclusion is 
seen with his repeated denouncements of Israel and Zionism. Though Ahmadinejad’s rhetoric is 
not new–in fact, he quotes the father of the Islamic revolution, Khomeini–taken in context of 
the twenty-first century, many scholars argue it is simply the West’s opportune time to 
criticize the Iranian regime in order to impose sanctions and prevent uranium enrichment. 
However, the gravity of Ahmadinejad’s words requires notice, simply because of the 
implications of his intent.   
 
 The immense media coverage of Ahmadinejad’s rhetoric began after a speech he gave on 
October 26, 2005.  This speech was given at a conference in Tehran entitled “The World 

                                                
18 Robert Tait, “Iran Cartoon Show Mocks Holocaust,” The Observer, August 20, 2006, accessed November 4, 2010, 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2006/aug/20/iran.israel. 
19 Ibid. 
20 Ibid.  
21 “The Results of the Holocaust Cartoon Contest-2006,” IranCartoon, accessed November 4, 2010, 
http://www.irancartoon.com/120/holocaust/index.htm. 
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without Zionism.” The infamous quote repeated through media coverage, “Israel must be wiped 
off the map,” was given in this speech. Though the media slightly mistranslated the quote, the 
connotation is very similar: Israel should not exist. Transliterated, Ahmadinejad said, “Va 
Imaam-e aziz-e maa farmudand ke in rezhim-e eshghaalgar-e Qods baayad az safhe-ye ruzegaar mahv 
shavad. In jomle besyaar hakimaane ast.”22 The literal translation of this is, “And our dear Imam 
said that this occupying regime of Jerusalem must be eliminated from the page of time. This 
sentence is very wise.”  Whether translated literally or conceptually, the implication that Israel 
should not exist is the same. 
 
 In this speech, Ahmadinejad used the same method of demonizing that the Nazis used 
during WWII to justify their eradication.  He said, “Be-zudi in lake-ye nang raa az daamaane 
donyaa-ye Islaam paak khaahad kard, va in shodani ast,”23 which translates to, “Soon this stain of 
disgrace will, from the garment of the Islamic world, be cleaned, and this is doable.” His 
reference to Israel as a stain is dehumanizing, which removes the obvious guilt that would 
arrive with an attack on Israel. Philosopher Paul Ricoeur expresses of the symbol of the stain, 
“evil is apprehended as a spot, a blot, and then as something positive which affects from without 
and pollutes.”24 Ricoeur theorizes that the “stain” is a symbol of evil, which through defilement, 
leads to the justification of suffering. The tactics that the Nazis used in defiling the entire 
Jewish population is not far from the image Ahmadinejad produced.    
 
 Three months later, on December 14, 2005, Ahmadinejad continued this line of rhetoric 
by overtly denying the Holocaust for the first time. He said of the West, “They have invented a 
myth that Jews were massacred and place this above God, religions and the prophets…If 
somebody in their country questions God, nobody says anything, but if somebody denies the 
myth of the massacre of Jews, the Zionist loudspeakers and the governments in the pay of 
Zionism will start to scream.”25 This denial of the Holocaust, done by calling it a Western 
“myth,” illustrates three of Ahmadinejad’s main concerns: the Holocaust as a Western creation 
for propaganda; the illegitimacy of Israel’s existence in the Middle East; and the lack of free 
speech about the Holocaust in Europe. Contextually, he is more concerned with illuminating 
what he views as the Western hypocrisy of free speech, putting forth a discussion for the 
dismantling and relocation of Israel elsewhere. This recounts his belief that the Holocaust is 
the direct cause of Israel’s existence. To him, the “myth” is used to justify Israel’s location in 
historical Palestine. Nearly a year later, in August 2006, he stated, “the real cure for the conflict 
is elimination of the Zionist regime.”26 In effect, his perspective is that Israel’s very existence is 
the root of the problems of Middle Eastern unrest.  
 

                                                
22 “Israel Must Be Wiped off the Map,” Iran Defense, last modified February 24, 2007, accessed November 5, 2010, 
http://www.irandefence.net/showthread.php?t=11027. 
23 Ibid.  
24 “The Symbolisms of Evil: Paul Ricoeur’s Affirmation of the Subject,” accessed November 28, 2010, 
http://sphynxrhuzzhz.webs.com/OPUS/THE%20SYMBOLISMS%20OF%20EVIL%20RICOEUR%27S%20AFF
IRMATION%20OF%20THE%20SUBJECT.pdf 
25 “Iranian Leader Denies Holocaust,” BBC News, December 14, 2010, accessed November 5, 2010, 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/4527142.stm. 
26 Patrick Bishop and Sebastien Berger, “‘Eliminate’ Israel to Solve the Crisis, Says Iranian President,” The 
Telegraph, August 4, 2006, accessed November 5, 2010, http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/1525591/Eliminate-
Israel-to-solve-the-crisis-says-Iranian-president.html. 
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With the arrival of Israel’s sixtieth anniversary in 2008, Ahmadinejad intensified his 
rhetoric with the repetitive demonization of Israel.  In a speech given to the Majlis, the Iranian 
parliament, on May 10, 2008, Ahmadinejad said, 

 
The [very] basis for the existence of the Zionist regime is in question. This oppressive 
and false regime is about to fade and collapse... Those who think that they can revive 
this stinking corpse by celebrating its anniversary are totally wrong. The [leaders] 
who attend these celebrations should know that they will go down [in history as 
accomplices] of the Zionist criminals... Having received a slap in the face from the 
Lebanese people, this regime is now coming to its end like a dead fish... If countries in 
the region continue to [support] Israel they will be burned by the wrath of the 
nations.27 
 

Ahmadinejad’s purpose is twofold: reiterating his questioning of Israel’s right to exist and 
stating his belief that Israel’s existence is on a downward spiral. His reference that Israel 
cannot be revived is rooted in his conviction that Jews should not have a state in the Islamic 
world. He implicates nations that support Israel as criminals and further demonizes Israel with 
the simile of a dead fish. Lastly, he propagates support for Arab fighters–Hezbollah in this 
case–with the reference to the Lebanese people. Ahmadinejad’s perspective is that of Israel as 
the terrorist state, since it has supposedly oppressed and subjected Arabs in that region to 
stern, non-Islamic territorial and political struggles.  
 
 On May 13, 2008, Ahmadinejad tried providing a logical method to undercut the 
legitimacy of Israel’s existence, while continuing the notion that Israel is nearing demise. 
During a press conference to Iranian press television, he stated regarding Israel’s sixtieth 
anniversary,  
 

Today, certain people are about to convene in occupied Palestine in order to celebrate 
its anniversary. They believe that, by doing so, they are strengthening this 
disintegrating regime. However, the whole world will come to understand that holding 
these ceremonies is a sign of the weakness, backwardness, and disintegration of this 
regime. Otherwise, why didn’t they celebrate this regime’s 50th or 55th anniversary? 
Why did they come up this idea [only] now? Let me tell you, celebrating a dead man’s 
birthday won’t improve his condition one bit. This dead man will not be resurrected by 
all those people who are about to convene there... [The Zionists] are a group of 
terrorists and criminals who came [to Israel] according to a plan, with the support of 
foreigners, and who have no roots in Palestine. Sooner or later, they will be driven out 
by the people of Palestine... From the point of view of the nations in the region, the 
Zionist regime does not even exist... The era of Zionist writings, Zionist bullying 
policies and the Zionist political mechanism has come to an end.28 
 

The implication behind Ahmadinejad’s unyielding rhetoric is immense. Curiously, he tries to 
logically “prove” that Israel must be nearing its end because of the size of its celebration of 
sixty years—in contrast to the smaller fiftieth or fifty-fifth celebrations—clearly ignoring that 

                                                
27 Mitchel G. Bard, “Arab/Muslim Attitudes toward Israel,” Jewish Virtual Library, accessed November 5, 2010, 
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/myths2/Arabattitudes.html. 
28 Ibid.  
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the year is a milestone. Not surprisingly, he continued his direct dehumanization by 
allegorically referring to Israel as a “dead man.” This “dead man,” however, has continually 
proven to be a strong opponent, which clarifies the last statement of the Zionist “bullying.” In 
referring to Zionists as terrorists, he “invests the word ‘Zionist’ with exactly the same meaning 
Hitler poured into ‘Jew’: the incarnation of evil.”29 With a similar Hitler-esque approach, the 
dehumanization of Israel allows for the avoidance of dealing with Jews humanely.  That is, with 
the “Zionist state” acting as the root cause for Middle Eastern conflict, the Iranian regime, 
along with Arab states, can refuse Israel’s existence and promote the perception of the 
occupying Zionists’ oppressive nature in Palestinian land.  
 
 More recently, on January 27, 2009, International Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
Ahmadinejad combined his previous stances on the Holocaust and the Zionist regime in his 
speech at a conference on the Holocaust at Sharif University of Technology in Tehran.  
Ahmadinejad expressed that,  
 

The illegitimate Zionist regime is an outcome of the Holocaust. While many people 
from the nations died in World War II—and it has been mentioned that 65 million 
people were killed—a political and power-seeking network claimed to be the advocate 
for one group of the victims, and sought reparations for their blood. [This network] 
ruled that the survivors of this particular group of victims must receive compensation - 
and part of this compensation was to establish the Zionist regime in the land of 
Palestine… Sadly, for 60 years they allowed no one to question and cast doubt on the 
logic of the Holocaust and its very essence—because if the truth were to be exposed, 
nothing would remain of their logic of liberal democracy… It is the very advocates of 
liberal democracy who defend the Holocaust, who have sanctified it to the point where 
none may enter. Breaking the padlock of the Holocaust and reexamining it will be 
tantamount to cutting the vital arteries of the Zionist regime.30 
 

The significance of this statement is not his mention of “cutting the vital arteries of the Zionist 
regime” that so much of the media focused on. Rather, it is the repetition of Ahmadinejad’s logic 
behind Israel’s roots and the lack of free speech in the West. His logic is quite simple and has 
been a motivating factor for his rhetoric, but what was overlooked in this statement was the 
indication that Jews were, nevertheless, victims. He states that 65 million people were killed, 
and one of the groups that were victimized stepped forward for reparations, resulting in the 
creation of Israel. Despite the obvious historical inaccuracy–not to mention Ahmadinejad’s own 
misstep with the clarity of what he wanted to articulate–it is apparent that Ahmadinejad has his 
own denial.  This denial, though, is strategic from his perspective in that rejection of the 
Holocaust allows for the gradual inuring of the world to Israel’s destruction.   
 

Conclusions  
 

The end of WWII brought with it the incredible difficulties that have ravaged the 
Middle East since.  Subsequent to 1948, the desire to disprove Israel’s right to exist has led 
Middle Easterners down a path that began with elementary methods of denial–often mentioned 

                                                
29 Kuntzel, 8.  
30 “Reexamining the Holocaust is Tantamount to Cutting the Vital Arteries of the Zionist Regime,” National 
Journal, January 2009, accessed November 3, 2010, http://globalfire.tv/nj/09en/jews/war_on_the_biglie.htm. 
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in passing or implicitly expressed–to the bold statements and actions that have been conveyed 
in recent years. After Israel’s creation, the refutation of the Holocaust was directed from Arab 
nations, which “focused on the political implications of the Holocaust for the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, on what was perceived as Israeli instrumentalization of the Holocaust and on its 
ramifications for the status of Israel and Zionism.”31 This general belief was then spread to take 
hold within Iran, with the Islamic regime change in 1979. 

 
The rhetoric of President Ahmadinejad has greatly disseminated Holocaust denial in the 

Middle East. Two basic goals are conclusive through his rhetoric: deny the legitimacy of Israel 
and dismantle Israel–the first goal having a direct effect on the ability to perform the second.  
The “myth” that is the Holocaust has, for Ahmadinejad, justified the establishment and 
continuance of Israel. His rhetoric is quite clear with the agenda of ridding the Middle East of a 
Jewish state, denoting his premeditated and intentional approach. Much like Hitler’s 
observance of an unremembered Armenian past, Ahmadinejad recognizes that revisioning 
history is a necessary step in leading to another Jewish genocide. Eradicating the world’s 
collective memory of the Holocaust would allow for an easier path to Israel’s destruction. In 
order for this to occur, however, the denial of the Holocaust has slowly transformed to include 
demonization, since a past forgotten is not enough to justify the obliteration of a people. The 
rhetoric Ahmadinejad has put to use directly follows Hitler’s model. For as long as Jews are 
viewed as victims of Nazi atrocities, the destruction of Israel cannot take place. As was well 
implemented during WWII, the current demonization of Jews, Zionists, and Israel is an 
attempt at revisioning history to serve the purpose of Ahmadinejad’s apparent goal.  The 
essential requisites for genocide include all the elements in Ahmadinejad’s discourse: denial, 
demonization, and subversive actions to revision the past.   

 
An inconsistency and self contradiction arises from Middle Eastern denial of the 

Holocaust. The question begs to be asked: why, if Middle Eastern leaders dislike Jews and 
Zionists, do they deny Hitler’s feat? Due to the political situation regarding the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, leaders cannot applaud Hitler. If Middle Eastern leaders were to acknowledge “the 
Nazi systematic extermination of Jews [this would] give implicit credence to Zionist claims 
that the Jews were a persecuted people who, therefore, had a right to statehood.”32 Due to their 
perpetual attribution of occurrences during WWII to the creation of Israel and their belief that 
Zionists use the Holocaust to justify their existence—where the reality is actually rooted in the 
early twentieth-century—it is virtually impossible to approve of or recognize Nazi actions. 
This contradiction has been created by Middle Eastern leaders, rendering their efforts futile. 
To historically accurate observers, the roots of Israel’s creation is not the Holocaust; therefore, 
efforts made by Ahmadinejad and his like do not have the probability of accomplishing a 
worldwide revisioning of the Holocaust as a means to obliterate Israel.  This, however, does not 
diminish the importance in noticing, exposing, and analyzing the Middle Eastern perspective.  
From the end of WWII, “Holocaust deniers have wanted to revise the past. Today, they want 
to shape the future: to prepare the way for the next Holocaust.”33 The revisioning of the 
Holocaust that has taken place in the last decade has one purpose that has been made evident 
through the Iranian regime’s discourse: alter the world’s collective memory to rationalize a 
second Jewish genocide.   

                                                
31 Litvak and Webman, 7.  
32 Litvak and Webman, 158.  
33 Kuntzel, 2.  
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